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HOUSE BI LL 2167

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representative Sinpson

Read first time 02/28/2003. Referred to Commttee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to a special Washington state heritage |icense
pl ate series; anmending RCW 46. 16. 313, 46.16. 233, and 46. 16. 316; addi ng
a new section to chapter 46.04 RCW and adding a new section to chapter
46. 16 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 46.04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

"Washi ngton state heritage license plate series" neans a series of
five license plate designs displaying colorful pictorial imges that
are depictive of the state of WAshington, its natural beauty, abundant
agricultural and natural resources, unique geographical and man-nmade
features, resident wldlife, or other significant and noteworthy
features or historical mlestones.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 46.16 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent shall convene a task force conprised of four
| egi sl ative nenbers, one from each caucus of the house of
representatives and of the senate, a representative fromthe Washi ngton
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state patrol, and a representative from the departnent. This task
force shall work together to create and design the special Wshington
state heritage |icense plate series, which the departnment shall issue
and whi ch nay be used in lieu of regular or personalized |Iicense plates
for notor vehicles required to display two notor vehicle license
pl ates, excluding vehicles registered under chapter 46.87 RCW upon
terms and conditions established by the departnment. It is the intent
of the legislature that the Washington state heritage |license plate
series will be a source of pride for all residents of Washi ngton state,
fromthe east, west, north, and south. The |icense plate designs nust
be sel ected considering the marketability of the plates so as to ensure
that the plate designs will appeal to as nmuch of the state's popul ation
as possi bl e. License plates in the series may contain a slogan to
describe the content or idea of each individual plate design

Sec. 3. RCW46.16.313 and 1997 ¢ 291 s 8 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
(1) The departnent may establish a fee of no nore than forty

dollars for each type of special Ilicense plates issued under RCW

46. 16. 301(1) (a), (b), or (c), as existing before anmendnent by section

5, chapter 291, Laws of 1997, in an anount calculated to offset the

cost of production of the special |icense plates and the adm nistration

of this program ((Unat+l—DBecenber—31—1997 —thefee—shall—not—exceed
hi T ol | ¢ . e hiel . . I

more—thanfeortydoeHars—)) This fee is in addition to all other fees

required to register and |icense the vehicle for which the plates have
been requested. All  such additional special |Ilicense plate fees
collected by the departnent shall be deposited in the state treasury
and credited to the notor vehicle fund.

HB 2167 p. 2



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W W WPNDNDNDNDNMNDNMNDNDDNDNMNDMNMNMNMNNNMNPEPPRPPRPPRPPRPEPRPEPRPPRPPREPE
N o oA WNEFE OO 0o NP WDNPE OO oo N O M WwDNNEe o

Janvary—34,—1998,)) In addition to all fees and taxes required to be

pai d upon application and registration of a notor vehicle, the hol der
of a collegiate license plate shall pay an initial fee of forty
dollars. The departnent shall deduct an anmobunt not to exceed twelve
dol l ars of each fee collected under this subsection for adm nistration
and col |l ection expenses incurred by it. The renaining proceeds shal
be remtted to the custody of the state treasurer with a proper
identifying detailed report. The state treasurer shall credit the
funds to the appropriate collegiate |license plate fund as provided in
RCW 28B. 10. 890.

({ t4—EHecttve—wth—annual—renevwals—due—or—to—becore—due—on
Janbary—31,—-1999,)) (3) In addition to all fees and taxes required to be

paid upon renewal of a notor vehicle registration, the holder of a
collegiate license plate shall pay a fee of thirty dollars. The
departnment shall deduct an anobunt not to exceed two dollars of each fee
collected under this subsection for admnistration and collection
expenses incurred by it. The remaining proceeds shall be remtted to
the custody of the state treasurer with a proper identifying detailed
report. The state treasurer shall credit the funds to the appropriate
collegiate license plate fund as provided in RCW 28B. 10. 890.

((65))) (4) In addition to all fees and taxes required to be paid
upon application and registration of a notor vehicle, the holder of a
speci al baseball stadium |license plate shall pay an initial fee of
forty dollars. The departnent shall deduct an anpbunt not to exceed
twelve dollars of each fee collected under this subsection for
adm ni stration and coll ection expenses incurred by it. The remaining
proceeds, mnus the cost of plate production, shall be distributed to
a county for the purpose of paying the principal and interest paynents
on bonds issued by the county to construct a baseball stadium as
defi ned in RCW  82. 14. 0485, i ncl udi ng reasonabl y necessary
preconstruction costs, while the taxes are being collected under RCW
82.14.360. After this date, the state treasurer shall credit the funds
to the state general fund.
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({ (B—FEHective—wth—annual—renewals—due—or—to—becore—due—on
Janvary—31,—-1999,)) (5) In addition to all fees and taxes required to be

paid upon renewal of a notor vehicle registration, the holder of a
speci al baseball stadium license plate shall pay a fee of thirty
dol | ars. The departnent shall deduct an anobunt not to exceed two
dol l ars of each fee collected under this subsection for adm nistration
and col |l ection expenses incurred by it. The renmaining proceeds shal
be distributed to a county for the purpose of paying the principal and
i nterest paynents on bonds issued by the county to construct a basebal
stadium as defined in RCW 82.14.0485, including reasonably necessary
preconstruction costs, while the taxes are being collected under RCW
82.14.360. After this date, the state treasurer shall credit the funds
to the state general fund.

(6) Effective with vehicle registrations due or to becone due on
January 1, 2004, in addition to all fees and taxes required to be paid
upon application and registration of a notor vehicle, the holder of a
Washington state heritage license plate shall pay an initial fee of
forty dollars. The departnent shall deduct an anpunt not to exceed
twelve dollars of each fee collected under this subsection for
adm nistration and collection expenses incurred by it. The departnent
shall remit the remaining proceeds to the custody of the state
treasurer, who shall credit the remaining funds to the nmultinodal
transportati on account.

(7) Effective with annual renewals due or to becone due on January
1, 2005, in addition to all fees and taxes required to be paid upon
renewal of a notor vehicle registration, the holder of a WAshington
state heritage license plate shall, upon application, pay a fee of
thirty dollars. The departnent shall deduct an anpbunt not to exceed
two dollars of each fee collected wunder this subsection for
adm nistration and collection expenses incurred by it. The departnent
shall remit the remaining proceeds to the custody of the state
treasurer, who shall credit the remaining funds to the nmultinodal
transportati on account.

Sec. 4. RCW 46.16.233 and 2000 ¢ 37 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Except for those license plates issued under RCW 46. 16. 305(1)
before January 1, 1987, under RCW 46.16.305(3), and to commerci al
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vehicles with a gross weight in excess of twenty-six thousand pounds,
effective with vehicle registrations due or to becone due on January 1

2001, the appearance of the background of all vehicle |license plates
may vary in color and design but nust be ((+ssded—oenr—a—standard
backgreund)) legible and clearly identifiable as a Washington state
license plate, as designated by the departnent.

(2) Additionally, to ensure maxinmum legibility and reflectivity,
the departnent shall periodically provide for the replacenent of
license plates, except for commercial vehicles with a gross weight in
excess of twenty-six thousand pounds. Frequency of replacenent shal
be established in accordance with enpirical studies docunenting the
| ongevity of the reflective materials used to nmake |icense pl ates.

Sec. 5. RCW46. 16.316 and 1997 ¢ 291 s 10 are each anended to read
as follows:

Except as provided in RCW46. 16. 305:

(1) When a person who has been issued a special |icense plate or
pl ates under section 2 of this act or RCW 46.16.301 as it existed
before anmendnent by section 5, chapter 291, Laws of 1997, sells,
trades, or otherwise transfers or releases ownership of the vehicle
upon which the special l|icense plate or plates have been displayed, he
or she shall imediately report the transfer of such plate or plates to
an acquired vehicle or vehicle eligible for such plates pursuant to
departnental rule, or he or she shall surrender such plates to the
departnent imrediately if such surrender is required by departnenta
rul e. If a person applies for a transfer of the plate or plates to
another eligible vehicle, a transfer fee of five dollars shall be
charged in addition to all other applicable fees. Such transfer fees
shal | be deposited in the notor vehicle fund. Failure to surrender the
pl ates when required is a traffic infraction.

(2) If the special license plate or plates issued by the depart nment
beconme |ost, defaced, danmaged, or destroyed, application for a
repl acenent special license plate or plates shall be made and fees paid

as provided by law for the replacenent of regular |icense plates.

--- END ---
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